
 
 

1 
 

NEWSLETTER 

Issuance of New Laws in Saudi Arabia  
March 2022 

Approval of the rules governing private sector participation 

Few months following the approval of the long-awaited Private Sector Participation Law - a cornerstone 
of the Kingdom’s vision 2030 - the Saudi Council of Ministers approved by virtue of Resolution No 114 
dated 14/02/1443H. the Rules Governing Private Sector Participation setting out detailed provisions on 
the alignment amongst the diverse government authorities responsible for approving and implementing 
the tender and award of private sector participation projects in the Kingdom. 

Issuance of the new postal law 

A new Postal Law was recently approved by virtue of Royal Decree No M/22 dated 08/03/1443H. mainly 
targeting the developments witnessed by the postal services sector locally and internationally, improving 
customer experience, attracting investments and creating a competitive environment amongst 
companies operating in the sector. 

The law addresses several aspects including inter alia licensing and registration for the provision of postal 
services, competition, rights and obligations of service providers and beneficiaries, supervision and 
inspection as well as violations and penalties. 
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Approval of the law on payments and associated services 

The Kingdom has recently adopted a new Law on Payments and Associated Services for the purpose of 
supporting the development of the financial sector, maintaining its stability and the fairness of related 
transactions. The provisions of the law enable the Saudi Central Bank to exercise oversight and supervisory 
powers over the payments sector in the Kingdom in accordance with international best practices.  

The above-mentioned law sets out the obligations imposed on payment systems operators and payment 
service providers including maintaining the confidentiality of members, customers and consumers 
information and data and the separation of customers and consumers funds from operators and services 
providers own funds. The scope of application of the law may extend, based on criteria to be determined 
by the Central Bank, to persons residing outside the Kingdom who shall be treated similarly to payment 
systems operators or payment services providers within the Kingdom for the purpose of implementing 
the provisions of the law. 

 

                        

 

Amendments to the anti-bribery law 

As part of the Kingdom’s commitment to fight bribery, the Saudi Anti-Bribery Law was recently amended 
so as to expand its scope of application. The bribery offense relating to the request, acceptance or receipt 
of promises or gifts to exercise influence in order to obtain a benefit from a public authority in the form 
of an act, order, decision, commitment, license, job, supply agreement or service, is no longer limited to 
public officials and shall apply to “any person”.  

Moreover, the definition of a “Public Official” was expanded so as to cover foreign public officials and 
employees of international organizations and institutions with respect to the conduct of international 
trade. 
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Adoption of the regulations governing the licensing for practicing professions 
and crafts 

The Minister of Municipal, Rural Affairs and Housing adopted by virtue of Resolution No 4300109380 
dated 07/02/1443H. the Regulations Governing the Licensing for Practicing Professions and Crafts.  
The Ministry shall have the power to issue, amend and revoke licenses granted in accordance with the 
above-mentioned regulations.  

Based on these regulations, employers shall refrain from hiring or employing any person who does not 
hold a license to practice the profession or craft. Moreover, individuals may not practice any profession 
or craft according to the Saudi Classification of Professions unless granted a license for this purpose. 
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